Android device accessibility settings

You can make your Android device more helpful, and easier to use with accessibility settings. Instructions for how to access some of the most popular features is included below.

Remember, there are a lot of different brands of Android devices, and they may do things slightly different. If you have question about your specific device you will be able to find information on-line by checking with the manufacturer.

What you will need	

Before you begin, check that your device is fully charged and showing the Home screen. Your operating system software should also be fully up to date.


Using accessibility features

Finding the accessibility features

You can find the accessibility features in the Settings app. To access them:
1. Swipe up from the bottom of the Home screen to display the Apps screen. You will see a grid of icons.
2. Find the icon that looks like a cog wheel. This is the Settings app. Tap it.
3. A list of options will appear. Scroll down the list until you find Accessibility and tap it.


Setting the font and screen zoom

Changing the size of text on your device’s screen can make everything easier to read, including menus, emails, text messages, and web pages too.

1. From the Accessibility screen, find the Vision category and tap it. (This may also be called Display or Visibility enhancements on some devices.)
2. On the screen, find and tap Font size. A window will pop up showing some controls.
3. Drag the Font size slider to the right to make the text larger. The text in the example section will get bigger as you drag the blue dot on the slider to the right. You can use this to find a text size that’s most comfortable for you.
4. When you have the font size the way you like, you may need to tap Apply to set it if that option is given to you.
5. Tap the back arrow, and find and tap Screen zoom. A window will pop up showing some controls.
6. Drag the Font size slider to the right to make the text larger. The text in the example section will get bigger as you drag the blue dot on the slider to the right. You can use this to find a text size that’s most comfortable for you.
7. When you have the font size the way you like, you may need to tap Apply to set it if that option is given to you.

Depending on what device you have, you may be able to access other accessibility features for Colour and Clarity, and Size and Zoom from the Accessibility screen.


Using the camera flash for notifications

You can use the light from your camera flash when you receive calls, emails, and text messages.

When this feature is enabled, your device will make the camera’s LED flash blink, to let you know when a notification is waiting.

This can be helpful, as the sounds these types of notifications make are often short and easy to miss.

1. From the Accessibility screen, find the Advanced settings category and tap it. 
2. To turn on Flash notifications, first tap the setting to open the Flash notifications screen.
3. You can see two grey switches, one for Camera and one for Screen. The Camera switch uses the camera’s flash for notifications, and Screen turns the screen on and off briefly. Tap the Camera switch to turn on Flash notifications.
4. A box will appear. Tap Turn on in this box to confirm you want to use Flash notifications.
5. If you decide you don’t like Flash notifications, repeat the above steps. When you tap the switch, it will turn back to grey, and Flash notifications will be switched off.


Other accessibility settings

If you explore the Accessibility menu you will find lots of different accessibility features. Most of them can be switched on or off by tapping the switch next to each one.

Remember that when a switch is grey, the feature is turned off. When a switch is blue (or perhaps a different colour on your model of device), the feature is turned on.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Using other features of your device

Your device has many features that can be used to make it more accessible.

Using the camera as a magnifying glass

Some devices have a Magnification setting that can be found in the Accessibility menu. This setting can usually be found under Display or Visibility enhancements.

Magnifying text can also be done by using the Camera app. It can help you read the fine print on bills, or to get a closer look at small objects. 

1. From the Home screen swipe up from the bottom to show the Apps screen.
2. Look for the Camera app and tap its icon to open it.
3. The screen will change to show camera controls and what’s called a live view of what the camera is seeing.
4. Place two fingertips on the part of the screen that shows the live view and slide them apart. You will see the camera zoom in. 
5. Now point the camera at some small text or object you want to magnify. If you hold the camera too close, it won’t focus, so just move it away from the object enough so the view is clear.
6. You can zoom back out by pinching your fingers together on the screen.
7. When you’ve finished with the magnifying feature, tap the Home button to return to the Home screen.


Using Bixby for text messages

Most Android devices allow you to dictate a text message using their Helper. For example, if you have a Samsung, you would need to set up Bixby. This is a really handy feature that lets you create messages and notes without typing on the keyboard. You can use it to write emails, notes, create reminders and calendar appointments, and even search the internet!

1. Open Bixby using the Bixby or Side key. Tap More options (the three vertical dots), and then tap Settings. Swipe to and tap the switch next to Bixby dictation to turn it on.
2. To use dictation, open an app that uses a keyboard, such as Messages. Open the Samsung keyboard, and then press and hold the Bixby key. While you're holding it, say what you want Bixby to type. When you're done, release the Bixby key.


If you want to learn more about what your device can do, the user manual can provide additional information. 
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